
Knights of Columbus      Council #8169 

The 2017 Outstanding Citizenship Award  

The Knights of Columbus, Council #8169, will provide a $1,000 prize to the writer of the best 
Outstanding Citizenship Award essay.  The Knights will also provide a $500 2nd place prize if we 
receive at least 12 essay entries, and a $250 3rd place prize if we receive at least 20 entries.  All 
students who submit an essay will receive a gift from the Knights to strengthen their faith.  

Write an original essay on this topic: 
 
As practicing Catholics, our faithful conscience and personal lifestyle are based on how each of us, 
through the grace of God, have acquired and developed the many virtues (e.g., love, honesty, 
trustworthiness, compassion, humility, restraint, courage, etc.) of our lives.  These virtues relate to or 
hinge upon the four Cardinal virtues.  Describe each of these four virtues.  Further, for each Cardinal 
virtue select and describe a specific example from daily life situations (e.g., respecting others different 
from ourselves, partying, voting, charity, standing up for what is right, etc.) and how the virtue applies to 
the practice of a faithful conscience and appropriate moral behavior.  In general, how does a lifestyle 
based on the Cardinal virtues benefit your community?  

 
Eligibility  

 Practicing Catholic 
 Member of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
 Graduating High School Senior 

Directions 
 Limit the essay you write to two pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font. 
 DO NOT identify yourself, your school, your sports activities, your GPA on the pages or 

within your essay text. 
 DO NOT sign your name on the essay pages.  Instead, prepare a six-character 

alphanumeric code of your choice.  Seal your essay paper in an envelope and place the 
alphanumeric code on the envelope. 

 Take a 4x5 inch card and write your name, address, phone number and alphanumeric 
code on the card.  Seal this card in an additional envelope and place the alphanumeric 
code on this envelope. 

 Put both of these envelopes into a larger envelope and address it to: 
Knights of Columbus Outstanding Citizenship Award 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
2099 N. Hacker Road 

Howell, MI  48855 
Mail or deliver your essay to the parish office. 

 
Date Due, Judging, and Award 

Your essay is due Friday, April 28th, by the close of the parish’s business office.  The 
essay judges are Fr. Francis George, Deacon Dave Piggot, and Deacon William Russell. The 
winner(s) and awards will be presented at the 11AM Graduation Mass on Sunday, June 4th.  
  
Your essay, in whole or in part, could be published in the parish Bulletin.  If you do not want any 
part of your essay published, write “Do not publish” on your 4x5 card.  Your choice on publishing 
will not affect judging of your essay.  


